8 AUGUST  1958 

MCCORMACK  SUB-COMMirrEE  BRIEHNil 


7-3745 

10038m 

I 

RETURN  TO 

USAF  Historical  Archives 
ASI(ASHAF-A) 

Maxwell  AFB,  Ala  36112 


replace  "Project  GRUDGE". 

6.  The  xxsak  year  of  the  UFO  program  vae  1952  when  an  average 
of  over  100  reports  per  month  was  received.  This  compares  with  10 
per  month  for  1931*  The  publicity  fanfare  given  to  the  UFO 
controversy  by  the  press^  publishers^  writers  axid  others^  reached 
a high  pitch  during  1952  and  developed  a tendency  on  the  part  of 
the  public  to  g[ue8tlon  the  Air  FOrce ' s handling  of  the  alleged 
"menace"  presented  by  flying  saucers.  This  came  to  a climax  in 
late  July  1932  during  the  much  publicized  Washington  Flying  Saucer 
sightings  which  piunported  to  show  flying  saucers  over  the  Capitol 
but  which  were  in  reality  blips  on  radar  ncopes  created  by  qjilte 
unusual  atmospheric  conditions.  As  a result  of  this,  General  Sauford 
(the  then  Director  of  Intelligence)  a few  days  after  the  sighting 
held  a press  conference  which  was  televised  nationally.  Els 
explanation  and  ossxirance  that  the  UFO  phenomena  seen  were  not  of 
Interplanetary  origin  and  did  not  constitute  a threat  to  the  United 
States  were  not  only  received  with  sheptlclsa  but  were  in  fact  totally 
rejected  by  a large  nuinber  of  writers,  so  called  UFO  experts. 

7.  Following  this.  General  Samford  asked  the  CIA  to  sat  up  a 
panel  of  scientists  to  review  the  UFO  program  and  the  Air  Force's 
handling  of  the  situation. 
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8.  This  panel  was  formed;  It  consisted  of  sixteen  of  the 
most  distinguished  scientists  and  authorities  in  the  fields  of 
physics^  radar,  geophysics,  atomic  energy,  astronomy,  rocloets, 
guided  missiles,  scientific  and  technical  Intelligence,  profnilslon 
and  photo  Interpretation,  In  the  country.  Their  conclusions  were 
that  UTO's  (a)  held  no  direct  physical  threat;  (h)  were  not 
foreign  developments  capable  of  hostile  acts  on  the  United  States; 
and  (c)  were  not  unknown  phenomena  requiring  the  revision  of 
current  scientific  concepts. 

Their  reconmendatlons  were: 

a.  First,  that  the  UFO  program  he  de«eBq)haBlsed 
because  It  Interfered  with  the  normal  operation  and 
mission  of  maxiy  governmental  services  and  agencies, 
particularly  the  Air  Defense  Command,  which  was  conq>elled 
to  use  Its  radar,  communications,  air  Intercept  and  other 
units  In  Investigating  the  overwhelming  number  of  sittings 
brought  to  Its  attention.  All  to  the  detriment  of  Its 
normal  mission. 

b.  Second,  that  every  effort  be  made  to  strip  the 

UFO  program  of  Its  sdr  of  mystery  In  the  mind  of  the  public, 
with  the  view  of  restoring  the  publics  confidence  In  the 
Air  Force  and  relievlixg  the  public  of  quite  unwarranted 
anxiety. 
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9*  The  correlation  which  exists  between  the  type  of  treatment 
given  the  UFO  matter  by  press  and  publishers^  and  the  number  of 
reports  received,  is  in^ortant  and  is  shown  by  this  chart* 

CHART  1 •>  Frequency  of  UFO  Reports 
This  chart  illustrates  the  effect  of  the  conservative, 
scientific  «q>proach  of  Life  and  Look  magaxlnes  on  UFO  reports  for 
that  period,  in  contrast  to  the  newspapers'  treatment  of  the 
Washington  Radar  ”Flying  Saucer”  incidents  and  General  Samford's 
press  conference*  The  Rew  Yorker's  "middle-of-the-road”  treatment 
and  its  effect  on  sightings  is  also  interesting  to  note* 

10.  Under  Project  BLUE  BOOK,  it  became  apparent  that  if  reporting, 
investigation  and  analysis  procedures  were  in^roved,  the  percentage 
of  unsolved  sightings  would  decrease*  Accordingly,  the  following 
procedures  were  adopted: 

First,  the  U602d  Air  Intelligence  Services  Squadron 
(Headquarters,  Air  Defense  Command)  (now  1006th)  was  directed  to 
carry  out  all  field  investigations  bbA  preliminary  evaluations  of 
UFO  sightings*  This  organisation  has  units  deployed  throughout  the 
U*8*,  and  they  are  so  hij^ily  mobile  that  they  can  arrive  "on  the  spot" 
within  a very  short  time  after  a UFO  report  is  received*  This 
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suppllas  the  most  ln^rtant  of  all  factors  — tlmsllness^  and 
leaves  the  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center  free  to  perform 
final  analysis  and  evaluation. 


Second^  the  Issuance  of  a special  directive  (Air  Force 
Regulation  200*2)  which  spells  out  details  and  responsibilities 
of  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center,  Air  Defense  Command  and  other 
Air  Force  units  reporting  Investigation  and  analysis  of  UFO 
sightings*  Combining  apectrographlc  and  stereo  de vices* 


Third,  the  use  of  a special  comera  known  as  "Vldeon  camera"* 
This  breaks  down  the  ll^t  received  from  any  object  Into  Its 
conponents,  thus  permitting  the  determination  of  the  elements  of 
which  the  object  Is  coBq>oced*  Seventy*flve  of  these  cameras  were 
placed  In  radar  stations  and  control  towers  throughout  the  U*S. 

Fourth,  the  submisalon  of  all  UFO  data  collected  since  19^7 
to  scientists  In  and  out  of  the  Air  Force  to  determine  whether  or  not 
a trend  or  pattern  existed  to  Indicate  the  nature  or  existence  of  the 
80*ealled  flying  saucers*  This  program  was  handled  by  the  Bat  telle 
Memorial  Institute* 


11*  These  four  procedures  resulted  In  the  following: 

Itae  AI88  \inlts  contributed  to  the  decresMe  In  the  number 
of  unknowns,  approximately  from  10^  to  Next,  the  new  regulation 
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greatly  improved  reportliig  aud  It  emphasized  the  Importance  of 
cooperation  oy  all  Air  Fox'oa  units.  Rezt>  the  use  of  Vldoon 
cameras,  vdxlle  not  trhoUy  successful  due  to  the  lack  of  operating 
personnel,  produced  no  results  to  Indicate  anything  but  conventional 
airborne  objects.  Finally,  the  Battelle  effort  produced  Project 
BLUE  BCX)K,  Report  No.  l4  which  In  October  19^?  vas  declassified  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  and  released  in  summary  by  the 
Department  of  Defense.  This  study,  which  covered  8 years  of 

t 

sightings  concluded  that: 

First,  there  Is  a total  lack  of  evidence  that  these  unknowns 
were  inimical  or  hostile  or  a threat  to  the  security  of  the  country. 

Second,  there  is  a total  lack  of  evidence  that  these  unknowns 
were  interplanetary  space  ships. 

Third,  there  is  a total  lack  of  evidence  that  these  unknowns 
represented  techzu>logicol  developments  or  principles  outside  the 
range  of  our  present«day  scientific  knowledge. 

Fourth,  there  is  a totsO.  lack  of  any  physical  or  material 
evidence  — not  a piece  « scrap  - or  a minute  fragment  of  these 
so-called  "flying  saucers"  was  ever  found.  It  is  our  belief  that 
if  more  inaediate,  detsdled  objective  observational  data  could  have 
been  obtained  on  the  "unkxkowns"  most  of  these  too, would  have  been 
satisfactorily  explained. 


You  may  b«  Intereoted  in  tha  rS.se  and  fall  of  UFO  reports 
thz*ougb  tbe  years^  and  to  see  tbs  course  of  tbs  unknowns  which  are 
ohvlouBly  tbe  prime  concern  of  the  Air  ^rce. 

CHART  2 - UFO  Statistics  for  Calendar  Year  19^7  to 

recent  past* 

Note  the  peak  year  1952  and  su'lDsequent  decline. 

CHART  3 - UFO  Svaluatlon  by  Percentage  1955-1956 

12*  On  this  chart  we  show  the  categories  of  our  UFO  evaluations^ 
for  e^caople  1955  195^  by  percentage  • You  will  note  that  the 

group  which  Includes  boaxesi  psychopatlae^  etc.,  has  been  cut  in 
half,  and  the  "unknowns"  from  Jft  to  2.^.  This  has  roughly  held  to 
the  present . (The  group  marked  "lnsuff“ leant  data"  has  regrettably 
risen  from  7^  to  possibly  because  of  Increased  sky  watching 

activities  - ssLla  of  telescopes  have  rlLsen  over  200^  since  Sputnik  l) 

13*  It  is  apparent,  as  previously  stated,  that,  as  prompter 
Investigation  becooes  possible,  as  mores  experience  in  UFO  investigation 
and  analysis  procedures  is  gained,  and  as  better  utilisation  of  tha 
services  of  scientists  is  made,  the  percentage  of  "unknowns"  deci*eaaes. 
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14.  At  the  present  tlme^  the  UFO  project  organleatlon,  known 

as  the  "Aerial  Phenomena  Group,"  is  part  of  the  Air  Sciencee  Division 
of  the  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center,  Deputy  for  Science  and 
Coogponentn.  The  project  taonitor  is  Captain  Gregory  and  a small  staff. 
However,  as  the  Air  Sciences  Division  consists  primarily  of  scientists, 
such  as  Major  Best,  their  services,  as  well  as  those  of  the  engineering 
specialists  throughout  the  Center,  are  available  to  the  UFO  project. 

The  prime  UPO  sclentlst^consultant  is  Dr.  Hynek,  who  is  Professor  of 
Astrophysics  and  Astronomy,  Ohio  State  University,  Secretary  of  the 
American  Astronomical  Society,  and  Director  of  the  IGY  Satellite 
Tracking  Program.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  him.  Other  scientific 
personnel,  outside  the  Air  Force,  are  utilized  on  an  "as  needed" 
basis. 

15.  During  the  last  two  years,  an  increase  in  UFO  reports  has 
been  noted.  Paralleling  this  Incirease  there  has  been  a great 
increase  in  the  number  of  private  UFO  organizations,  books,  motion 
pictures,  and  TV  presentations  on  the  subject.  The  advent  of  sputnik 
undoubtedly  contributed. 

16.  Two  years  or  so  ago,  there  was  only  a handful  of  these  self- 
appointed  research  organizations  dedicated  to  investigation  and  analysis 
of  UFO's.  As  of  this  date,  there  are  more  than  fifty  such  orga:ilzatloa8 
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of  which  VO  have  kzKnrledge^  and  they  are  Increaalng  nonthly* 

17«  In  early  1955#  five  hooks  written  on  “Flying  saucers"  were 
published*  To  date,  over  30  have  been  published  and  have  received 
wide  circulation  here  and  abroad* 


18*  Up  to  now,  six  notion  pictures  In  circulation  having  "flying 
saucers"  as  their  thuae  have  been  x>roduced*  One  such  notion  picture 
was  released  In  May  195^  and  Is  still  receiving  soon  publicity.  The 
main  plot  of  this  oovle  Is  vMntered  around  two  colored  film  strips 
of  so-called  "flying  saucers*"  These  film  strips  were  previously 
Buboltted  to  the  Air  Force  for  examination,  and  consist  primarily 
of  moving  spots  of  light  against  a blue  sky*  CXir  conclusions  were 
that  the  objects  In  one  film  were  aircraft;  and  In  the  other,  sea 
gulls*  These  conclusions  were  corroborated  by  an  Independent  study 
made  by  the  research  organisation  of  an  aircraft  manufacturer  of 
very  hl{^  standing,  as  well  aa  by  the  CIA  scientific  panel  which  I 
previously  mentioned* 


19*  With  very  few  exceptions,  both  these  self-appointed 
organisations  and  the  books  published,  have  been  highly  critical  of 
the  Air  Force's  handling  of  tba  UFO  matter*  They  all  exhibit  a 
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dsBlrs  to  embarraas  the  Air  Force.  A nuoiber  of  thsae  private 
organlBatlons  have  written  directly  to  President  Elsenhower^  to 
General  Whlte«  to  the  Secretary  of  Defense  and  to  impoz'tant  taetnhers 
of  the  Legislative  Branch  of  Congress,  requesting  or  demanding 
hearings,  briefings,  or  discussions  %rith  UFO  project  offieiaiLs* 

20.  We  have  wi*ltten  detailed  letters  to  Senator  Knowlaod, 

Senator  Byrd,  Senator  Chase,  and  Representative  Moss,  Representative 
Henderson,  Tollefson,  to  name  a few,  regarding  aspects  of  the  UFO 
program,  %diieh  have  been  brought  to  their  attention  by  so-called 
"UFO  specialists." 

21.  Althou^  these  UFO  organisations  include  sincere,  well- 
meaning  members,  our  experience  in  discussions  with  sponsors  of  such 
organisations  has  shown  that  any  Air  Force  explanations  or  statements 
are  either  totsdly  unacceptable  or  are  met,  at  the  least,  with 
cfficMisted  skepticism.  Our  explanations  and  otatosssnts  are  either 
misinterpreted,  misquoted,  exaggerated  or  used  out  of  context,  sdl  to 
tbs  detriment  of  the  Air  Force  in  general,  and  the  ACS/l  in  particular. 

I think  we  would  be  more  impresaed  by  lULl  this  were  it  not  so  profitable. 

22.  A few  words  are  necessary,  I think,  on  the  extent  and  character 
of  the  public  particlx>ation  in  the  UFO  progran.  The  subject  has  seised 
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/ ; j>v  ^ / A UFO  PROGRAM  / / 


A brief  history  of  the  Unidentified  Flying  Object  program 
would,  I think,  help  you  to  under steind  some  of  its  problems  and 
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determine  its  status. 


2.  The  program  started  in  19^7  when  on  27  June  of  that  year 
a private  civilian  flyer  named  Kenneth  Arnold  sighted  what  looked 
to  him  like  several  disc  shaped  objects  near  Mt.  Rainier  in  the 
state  of  Washington.  He  described  them  as  "flying  saucers",  a term 
that  was  forceably  and  with  much  sensationalism  brought  to  the  publics 
attention  by  the  press.  As  a result,  the  Air  Force  was  given  the 
responsibility  of  investigating  and  aneilyzing  such  phenomena.  This 
project  was  called  "Project  SIGN". 


3.  From  this  date,  June  19^7^  to  Februsury  19^9  when  the  name 

of  the  program  was  changed  to  "Project  GRUDGE",  approximately  375 

UFO  reports  were  collected  and  analyzed.  In  August  19^9;  a report 

on  the  results  was  submitted  to  the  authorities.  The  average 

proportion  of  sightings  which  could  not  be  explained,  in  other  words 

unknowns,  for  this  period  was  approximately  20^.  It  was  concluded 

* 

that  these  unknowns  were  due  primarily  to: 
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..ir  Force  Briofing  foj*  the  Jubconardttoe 

PlieiiOfiiena 


House  ;>cloct  Camittee  on  ist 
Space  Ijq}loratlon  on  Unidentified  Flying  t^octs 


1«  -.t  tlie  request  of  the  Subcorcriittee  Chalmr  , the  ir  Force  jlre- 

eontod  a briefing  at  1400  hours,  S .ugust  1958,  to  rrr-b'  of  the  Subcosi- 
rdttee  on  uir  Force  activities  in  dealing  with  0F0»s#  This  prese?itatior 
w«a  jrado  by  Hr.  A.  F.  ..rcior,  scientific  vdvisor,  vii*  Xechrdcal  Intelli- 
gonoe  Center  and  Captain  George  Gregory,  UFO  Project  officer,  who  pre- 
sented a brief  history  of  the  »ilr  Force  actions  in  this  field,  procetluree 
used  in  liundlltig  and  classifying  each  reported  observation  and  a 
statistical  bi'oakdown  of  all  obsei'vatlons  reported  to  date. 


2.  The  Jnbcocs'dttoe  was  advlsod  of  the  extensive  efforts  of  the 
Air  Force  to  apply  all  possible  scientific  :.«thods  of  analysis  and  h<M 
this  approac-h  used  in  a tiiaal;'  fashion  has  reduced  tlie  nurbor  of  citings 
char-actorized  kb  "unknown”  to  approxiiately  3 percent  of  the  total  obsor 
vatlons.  It  was  also  Gtresseu  toat  the  /»ii’  Force,  contrary  to  claics  of 
ruuiy  profossionol  UFO  organiBations , has  not  and  will  not  suppress  any 
oviuenoe  vArich  would  indicate  trat  UFC*s  constitute  a threat  to  the  se- 
cirrlty  of  UiS  United  states.  In  addition,  the  Jubcor:3!ilttcc  wea  advised 
of  th  nur^r  of  clvilicui  orgfuusations  engagea  in  UP)  activities  has 
risen  to  a total  of  bC  and  t!iat  the  activities  of  these  orgHnlsations 
and  spectacular  nows  reporting  has  caused  Uie  greatest  pr'oblet.s  in  this 
field.  The  Jubcaorltteo  asked  several  qiueaticxis  rogax*dlng  lir  Force 
I'ethods  of  categorisinjT  vac'ious  citings  as  either  aircraft,  balloons, 
iurufficient  data,  unknown,  etc.  and  they  were  advised  of  certain  spe- 
cific cases  which  fell  in  these  various  categories. 


3.  Ki*.  .rcier  and  Captain  Gregor^'  presented  a very  wall  prepfired 
briefing  to  Wjs  Subcorxsittoe  and  were  hi^J^.ly  cot -tended  for  tneir  efforts 
at  the  close  of  the  briefing.  The  dubeorjiittee  i;e..bcrs  eeeood  to  be 
defirdtely  pleased  with  the  dr  Force  approach  to  this  problcn.  and  were 
apparently  satisfied  with  our  results  to  date.  During  the  course  of  the 
briefing,  Chaimain  KcOornack,  fCouso  select  Ccwaittoc  on  istronautics  and 
^ipaoo  lacploration,  stressed  the  point  thax.  t’.e  Gubcauilttee  wns  not 
holding;  fon-ol  '.loarings  on  unidentified  flying  objects  but  was  j oroly 
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Firvt,  ifeits interpretation  of  conventional  objects  such  as 

aircraft,  balloons,  astronornical  bodies,  also  atmospheric  phenomena, 

radar  misfunctions  and  anomalies,  etc.  0 ^ C ^ jdrc  f\c  r 

^ Cl  f'CCj  C ^/  :g  a ffC  - 

Second,  residual  war  nerves,  mass  suggestion  and  hysteria 


iiicii  Lc  ffc^r 

•eif  Qr-  i^f//  .'')e  Q>/7on//'^ 

axes- and  publicity  seeking.  • 
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Fourth,  the  actions  of  psychopathic  personer 

U.  In  December  19^9>  these  findings  were  released  to  the  public 
by  the  Department  of  Defense  and  were  given  wide  publicity  by  the 
press. 


5.  From  February  19^9  to  mid-1951  the  project  was  ceuried  on  a 
low  priority  basis  due  to  the  economy  policy  of  that  time.  However, 
in  late  1951  renewed  public  interest  and  eui  increase  in  the  number  of 
sightings  were  reported.  This  increase  in  activity  was  due  to  the 
emphasis  placed  on  UFO's  by  the  press  and  publicity,  and  possibly  due 
to  the  Ground  Observer  Corps  program.  In  the  summer  of  1951  the 
project  was  again  reviewed  and  "Project  BLUE  BOOK"  established  to 


replace  "Project  GRUDGE" . 

6.  The  peak  year  of  the  UFO  program  was  1952  when  an  average 
of  over  100  reports  per  month  was  received.  This  compares  with  10 
per  month  for  1951 • The  publicity  fanfare  given  to  the  UFO 
controversy  by  the  press,  publishers,  witers  and  others,  reached 
a high  pitch  during  1952  and  developed  a tendency  on  the  part  of 
the  public  to  question  the  Air  Force's  handling  of  the  alleged 
"menace"  presented  by  flying  saucers.  This  came  to  a climax  in 
late  July  1952  during  the  much  publicized  Washington  Flying  Saucer 
sightings  which  purported  to  show  flying  saucers  over  the  Capitol 
but  which  were  in  reality  blips  on  radar  scopes  created  by  quite 
unusual  atmospheric  conditions.  As  a result  of  this,  General  Saraford 
(the  then  Director  of  Intelligence)  a few  days  after  the  sighting 
held  a press  conference  which  was  televised  nationally.  His 
explanation  and  assurance  that  the  UFO  phenomena  seen  were  not  of 
interplanetary  origin  and  did  not  constitute  a threat  to  the  United 
States  were  not  only  received  with  skepticism  but  were  in  fact  totally 
rejected  by  a large  number  of  writers,  so  called  UFO  experts. 

7.  Following  this.  General  Samford  asked  the  CIA  to  set  up  a 
panel  of  scientists  to  review  the  UFO  program  and  the  Air  Force's 
handling  of  the  situation. 
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8.  This  panel  vsls  formed;  it  consisted  of  sixteen  of  the 
most  distinguished  scientists  and  authorities  in  the  fields  of 
physics,  radar,  geophysics,  atomic  energy,  astronomy,  rockets, 
guided  missiles,  scientific  and  technical  Intelligence,  propulsion 
and  photo  interpretation,  in  the  country.  Their  conclusions  were 
that  UFO’s  (a)  held  no  direct  physical  threat;  (b)  were  not 
foreign  developments  capable  of  hostile  acts  on  the  United  States; 
and  (c)  were  not  unknown  phenomena  requiring  the  revision  of 
current  scientific  concepts. 

Their  recommendations  were; 

a.  First,  that  the  UFO  program  be  de -emphasized 
because  it  interfered  with  the  normal  operation  and 
mission  of  many  governmental  services  and  eigencies, 
particularly  the  Air  Defense  Command,  which  was  compelled 
to  use  its  radar,  communications,  air  intercept  and  other 
units  in  investigating  the  overwhelming  number  of  sightings 
brought  to  its  attention.  All  to  the  detriment  of  its 
normal  mission. 

b.  Second,  that  every  effort  be  made  to  strip  the 

UFO  program  of  its  air  of  mystery  in  the  mind  of  the  public, 
with  the  view  of  restoring  the  publics  confidence  in  the 
Air  Force  and  relieving  the  public  of  quite  unwarranted 


anxiety. 


9.  The  correlation  which  exists  between  the  type  of  treatment 
given  the  UFO  matter  by  press  and  publishers,  and  the  ntunber  of 
reports  received,  is  important  and  is  shown  by  this  chart. 

CHART  1 - Frequency  of  UFO  Reports 
This  chart  illustrates  the  effect  of  the  conservative, 
scientific  approach  of  Life  and  Look  magazines  on  UFO  reports  for 
that  period,  in  contrast  to  the  newspapers ' treatment  of  the 
Washington  Radar  "Flying  Saucer"  incidents  and  General  Sanford's 
press  conference.  The  New  Yorker's  "middle-of-the-road"  treatment 
and  its  effect  on  sightings  is  also  interesting  to  note. 

10.  Under  Project  BLUE  BOOK,  it  became  apparent  that  if  reporting, 
investigation  and  analysis  procedures  were  improved,  the  percentage 
of  unsolved  sightings  would  decrease.  Accordingly,  the  following 
procedures  were  adopted: 

First,  the  lv602d  Air  Intelligence  Services  Squadron 
(Headquarters,  Air  Defense  Command)  (now  1006th)  was  directed  to 
carry  out  all  field  investigations  and  preliminary  evaluations  of 
UFO  sightings.  This  organization  has  units  deployed  throughout  the 
U.S.,  and  they  are  so  highly  mobile  that  they  can  arrive  "on  the  spot" 
within  a very  short  time  after  a UFO  report  is  received.  This 
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supplies  the  most  important  of  all  factors  — timeliness,  and 
leaves  the  Air  Teclinical  Intelligence  Center  free  to  perform 


final  analysis  and  evaluation. 

Second,  the  issuance  of  a speciaJL  directive  (Air  Force 
Regulation  200-2)  which  spells  out  details  and  responsibilities 
of  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center,  Air  Defense  Command  and  other 
Air  Force  units  reporting  investigation  and  analysis  of  UPO 
sightings.  Combining  spec tro graphic  and  stereo  devices. 

Third,  the  use  of  a special  camera  known  as  "Videon  camera". 

This  breaks  down  the  light  received  from  any  object  into  its  t'(i  ti-iC  L iri 
componewts,  thus  permitting  the  determination  of  the  elements  of 
which  the  object  is  composed.  Seventy-five  of  these  cameras  were 
placed  in  radar  stations  and  control  towers  throughout  the  U.S. 

Fourth,  the  submission  of  all  UFO  data  collected  since  19^7 
to  scientists  in  and  out  of  the  Air  Force  to  determine  whether  or  not 
a trend  or  pattern  existed  to  indicate  the  nature  or  existence  of  the 
so-called  flying  saucers.  This  program  was  handled  by  the  Battelle 
Memorial  Institute. 

11.  These  four  procedures  resulted  in  the  following: 

The  AISS  units  contributed  to  the  decrease  in  the  number 
of  unknowns,  approximately  from  1©^  to  Next,  the  new  regulation 
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greatly  improved  reporting  and  it  emphasized  the  importance  of 
cooperation  by  all  Air  Force  units.  Next,  the  use  of  Videon 
cameras,  while  not  wholly  successful  due  to  the  lack  of  operating 
personnel,  produced  no  results  to  Indicate  anjrthlng  hut  conventional 
airborne  objects.  Finally,  the  Battelle  effort  produced  Project 
BLUE  BOOK,  Report  No.  l4  which  in  October  1955  was  declassified  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  and  released  in  summary  by  the 
Department  of  Defense.  This  study,  which  covered  8 years  of 
sightings  concluded  that; 

First,  there  is  a total  lack  of  evidence  that  these  unknowns 
were  inimical  or  hostile  or  a threat  to  the  security  of  the  country. 

Second,  there  is  a total  lack  of  evidence  that  these  unknowns 
were  interplanetary  space  ships. 

Third,  there  is  a total  leick  of  evidence  that  these  unknowns 
represented  technological  developments  or  principles  outside  the 
range  of  our  present-day  scientific  knowledge. 

Fourth,  there  is  a totel.  lack  of  any  physical  or  materiel 
evidence  — not  a piece  - scrap  - or  a minute  fragment  of  these 
so-called  "flying  saucers"  was  ever  found.  It  is  our  belief  that 
if  more  Immediate,  detailed  objective  observational  data  could  have 
been  obtained  on  the  "unknowns"  most  of  these  too, would  have  been 
satisfactorily  explained. 
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You  may  be  interested  in  the  rise  and  fall  of  UFO  reports 
through  the  years,  and  to  see  the  course  of  the  unknowns  which  are 
obviously  the  prime  concern  of  the  Air  Force, 

CHART  2 - UFO  Statistics  for  Calendar  Year  19^7  to 

recent  past. 

Note  the  peak  year  1952  and  subsequent  decline. 

CHART  3 - UFO  Evaluation  by  Percentage  1955-1956 

12.  On  this  chart  we  diow  the  categories  of  our  UFO  evaluations, 
for  example  1955  and  195^  by  percentage.  You  will  note  that  the 
group  which  includes  hoaxes,  psychopaths,  etc.,  has  been  cut  in 
half,  and  the  "unknowns"  from  to  2,2^.  This  has  roughly  held  to 
the  present,  (The  group  marked  "insufficent  data"  has  regrettably 
risen  from  to  9*9^>  possibly  because  of  Increased  sky  watching 
activities  - sale  of  telescopes  have  risen  over  200^  since  Sputnik  l) 

13.  It  is  apparent,  as  previously  stated,  that,  as  prompter 
investigation  becomes  possible,  as  more  experience  in  UFO  Investigation 
and  analysis  procedures  is  gained,  and  as  better  utilization  of  the 
services  of  scientists  is  made,  the  percentage  of  "unknowns"  decreases. 
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14.  At  the  present  time,  the  UFO  project  organization,  known 

as  the  "Aerial  Phenomena  Group,"  is  part  of  the  Air  Sciences  Division 
of  the  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center,  Deputy  for  Science  and 
Components.  The  project  monitor  is  Captain  Gregory  and  a small  staff. 
However,  as  the  Air  Sciences  Division  consists  primarily  of  scientists, 
such  as  Major  Best,  their  services,  as  well  as  those  of  the  engineering 
specialists  throughout  the  Center,  are  available  to  the  UFO  project. 

The  prime  UFO  scientist-consultant  is  Dr.  Hynek,  who  is  Professor  of 
Astrophysics  and  Astronomy,  Ohio  State  University,  Secretary  of  the 
American  Astronomical  Society,  and  Director  of  the  IGY  Satellite 

I 

Tracking  Program.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  him.  Other  scientific 
Ijersonnel,  outside  the  Air  Force,  are  utilized  on  an  "as  needed" 
basis. 

15.  During  the  last  two  years,  an  increase  in  UFO  reports  has 
been  noted.  Paralleling  this  increase  there  has  been  a great 
increase  in  the  number  of  private  UFO  organizations,  books,  motion 
pictures,  and  TV  presentations  on  the  subject.  The  advent  of  sputnik 
undoubtedly  contributed. 

16.  Two  years  or  so  ago,  there  was  only  a handful  of  these  self- 
appointed  research  organizations  dedicated  to  investigation  and  analysis 
of  UFO's.  As  of  this  date,  there  are  more  than  fifty  such  organizations 
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of  which  we  have  knowledge,  and  they  are  Incrjufiing  moCJMiy, 

17.  In  early  1955,  five  books  written  on  "Flying  sft-csers"  were 
published.  To  date,  over  30  have  been  published  and  received 

wide  circulation  here  and  abroad. 


18.  Up  to  now,  six  motion  pictures  Wr  rare'.flaLiwf*>»~~ving  "flying 
saucers"  as  their  theme  have  been  produced.  One  such  zlon  picture 
was  released  in  May  1956  and  is  still  receiving  some  icity. 


of  so-called  "flying  saucers."  These  film  strips  were? 


submitted  to  the  Air  Force  for  examination,  and  c^asl'si^p.rrimarily 


of  moving  spots  of  light  against  a blue  uky.'  Our  concj^i**  Ions  were 
that  the  objects  in  one  film  w^re^air craft;  and  in  the Irier , sea 
gulls.  These  concluslon^^were  corroborated  by  an  inde|!r>na<ient  study 
made  by  the  ra«^eu*ch  organization  of  an  aircraft  manuftH=. xirer  of 


standing,  as  well  as  by  the  CIA  scientific  pcaee  1 which  I 


19.  With  very  few  exceptions,  both  these  self -applVTX ted 
organizations  and  the  books  published,  have  been  highljftcs^  ritical  of 


the  Air  Force's  handling  of  the  UFO  matter 


# 
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A mimber  of  these  private 


organizations  have  written  directly  to  President  Eisenhower,  to 
General  White,  to  the  Secretary  of  Defense  and  to  important  members 
of  the  Legislative  Branch  of  Congress,  requesting  or  demanding 
hearings,  briefings,  or  discussions  with  UFO  project  officials. 


20.  We  have  written  detailed  letters  to  Sewatop  -iwwwJ  and , 


u S' 

S-nnatnir  HnflWil  anfi , 


, regarding  aspects  of  the  UFO 
program,  which  have  been  brought  to  their  attention  by  so-called 


"UFO  specialists." 


21.  Although  these  UFO  organizations  include  sincere,  well- 
meaning  members,  our  experience  in  discussions  with  sponsors  of  such 
organizations  has  shown  that  any  Air  Force  explanations  or  statements 
are  either  totally  unacceptable  or  are  met,  at  the  least,  with 
calculated  skepticism.  Our  explanations  and  statements  are  either 
misinterpreted,  misquoted,  exaggerated  or  used  out  of  context,  all  to 

f 

the  detriment  of  the  Air  Force  in  general,  and  the  ACS/l  in  particular. 

I think  we  would  be  more  impressed  by  all  this  were  it  not  so  profitable. 


22.  A few  words  are  necessary,  I think,  on  the  extent  and  character 
of  the  public  participation  in  the  UFO  program.  The  subject  has  seized 
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4 


obtaining  «vlcl«noa  data  for  thalr  fllea^  which  ut  a later  date  would  be 
ooneidered  and^  if  deairobloj  utilised  hy  the  full  CociLd.tte«  for  further 
inveeti^tion  and/or  hearingfi*  Hr*  Sheldon  indicated  at  the  close  of 
the  briefing  that  no  further  witnesses  would  be  called  by  the  aubeomittee 
and  that  in  view  of  the  satisfaetory  cwuuier  in  which  the  Air  Force  was 


dealing  with  thie  problem,  it  was  hie  feeling  that  the  C 
take  no  fi^jrther  internet  in  this  icatter* 


ittee  would 


i^lgned 


W,  P,  FISHL-i 
Major  ileneralf  USAF 
Director^  Legislative  Liaises 

Cqpjy  toi 

(>iaj«  lacker) 


AFCr;-Xl  (>5aJ.  Qymee) 


2 


the  imagination  of  the  public,  and,  accordingly,  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  press.  The  unscrupulous  have  profited  by  it,  and  the 
publicity  seekers  have  pvirsued  it.  Some  organizers  of  public 
UFO  groups  have  attempted  to  use  membership  in  the  GOC  or  other 
agencies  as  a means  to  endow  their  organizations  with  a quasi- 
off  icielL  character,  thereby  increasing  their  appeal  to  the  public. 
Some  have  actually  obtained  declassified  reports  from  Air  Force 
sources  and  reporduced  them  for  sale.  The  subject  is  a boon  to 
writer  of  sensational  fiction  or  even  popular  science  y4nd  the 
producer  of  pseudo-scientific  movies.  Any  controversy  on  the 
subject  is  grist  to  their  mill.  It  bias  become  a subject  for  hiimor. 
This  if  unfortunate,  for  it  is  no  joke.  It  is  costing  the  Government 
a great  deal  of  money;  it  is  taking  the  time  of  valuable  people, 
time  which  can’t  be  spared.  It  could  even  be  a potential  weapon 
of  psychological  warfare,  reducing  as  it  does  the  confidante  of  the 
public  in  the  Air  Force.  There  are  many  other  aspects  of  the  public 
participation  in  the  UFO  program  and,  as  far  as  the  Air  Force  is 
concerned,  they  are  nearly  all  bad, 

23.  There  are,  therefore,  two  distinct  parts  to  the  UFO  program. 
The  first  is,  of  course,  to  improve  operations  with  the  object  of 
reducing  the  number  of  "unknowns"  to  as /lear  zero  as  possible.  The 
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of* . the  11c  pa  r t1  c UFO  program 

ti/ tiC 

i4»-  «oii<ro»ad  f 'OliWie  9T1'-  Psprr 


Ticre-  are  many 


*''  •riijifTin^  To-pr>  a^  pr^ee-i-hi^  Thc^sccond  Is  to  copc  with 
the  growing  problem  of  public  participation  in  the  program.  We  feel  confic/ent 


that  the  solution  of  the  first  will  great  y help  in  solving  the  second.  The 


first  problem  is  wholly  ours  and  is  being  so  handled.  The  number  of  unknowns 


is  being  xtudiKd  steadily  reducied  aktBKg  although  as  I said  before  it  can 


never  reach  zero  because  of  the  fact  that  the  reporting  is  invartibly  based 


on  the  impressions  of  individuals  and  are  )fMlflpEva  hardly  ever  based  on  . 

■ [ i..  n 1 1 f t H tt  imu-g  ( C:  *■ 

controlled  measurements.^  There  appears  to  be  little  difference. between  t>h« 

u»ef«i !»•*«— of  reporti«^-5ay  qualified  trained  observers  such-aa  professiona 

. . 


' , , I (.  ■;-*.*  J < /..O 

The  second  problem  involve^ matter^  of  public  relation 


cooperation  of  the  pressj-  the  education  of  the  publicya 
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12  Allgust  1978 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  I«CORD 

SUBJECT:  Hearings  on  UnldentlFled  Flying  Objects  (UFO) 

1.  On  8 August  1958,  ll*00  to  I6OO,  AFCIN  presenter  j,  briefing  on  the 
Air  Force  UFO  progxmsi  to  the  Subconolttee  on  Atmospheric  I^nomena,  House 
Select  CooDlttee  on  Astronautics  smd  Space  Exploration  (Space  Committee). 

2.  The  AFCIN  UFO  briefing  vas  presented  in  x^sponee  to  a memorandum 
from  the  Director,  Legislative  Liaison  (SAFLL)  subject  as  above,  dated 

6 August  1958  (see-aEttsShed^mcrmoTCUida). 

3*  Participating  were: 

Mr.  Arcler,  AFCIN-4X,  principal  witness 
Cant  Gregory,  AFCIN«4E,  witness 

Major  Best,  AFCIN-4E,  technlcsil  consultant  (geophysicist) 

Major  Byrne,  AFCIN-Xl,  stsrff  team  chief 
Major  Brower,  SAFLL,  Legislative  Project  Officer 
Major  Tau:kcr,  SAFIS,  public  relations  consultant 
U.  In  attendance  were: 

Representative  McCormack,  Chairman  of  Space  Coomlttee 

Representative  Matcher,  Chalzman  of  Sub-comndttee  (Dy.  D) 

Representative  Sisk,  Memiber,  (Calif.  D) 

Representative  Keating,  Member,  (N.Y.  R) 

Representative  McDonaugh,  Memiber  (Calif.  R) 

Representative  MetcsJLf , Member  (Montana,  D) 

Dr.  Shelton,  Scientific  Staff  Memiber 

3*  Opening  remarks  by  Representative  McCormack  made  It  cleeu:  that  the 
Air  Force  UFO  program  was  not  under  Investigation,  rather  the  Comalttee 


was  seeking  additional  Infoxmtlon  on  upper  speu:e  that  vould  be  helpful  to 
the  apprc^rlate  executive  agency.  The  hearing  vaa  In  closed  secret  session, 
unrecorded,  names  of  witnesses  to  be  held  In  confidence  (this  cannot  be 
guaranteed  since  Congressman  are  apt  to  Inadvertently  ptibllcly  reference 
witnesses'  statements). 

6.  Mr.  Arcler  as  chief  spokesman  reviewed  the  ten  year  history  of  the 
UFO  program  and  Captain  Gregory  gave  a detailed  explanation  of  the  cmalyses 
techniques  applied  by  ATIC  In  evalxjatlng  UFO  cases.  In  addition,  delineation 
of  responsibility  for  the  UFO  program  in  the  Air  Force,  Air  Force  Public 
Relations,  aind  private  UFO  organizations,  clubs,  books,  etc.,  were  disc\tssed. 
All  questions  asked  were  prOBg>tly  and  adequately  answered.  Throughout  the 
hearing  proper  protocol  was  maintained,  the  mendbers  were  polite  axid  pleasant, 
and  the  atmosphere  was  well  suited  to  an  ultimate  expression  of  confidence 
by  the  coonlttee.  Captain  Gregory  Is  to  be  especially  cooztaended  for  ex- 
cellent performance;  his  store  of  related  scientific  data  had  great  Impact 

on  the  members. 

7.  The  hesurlngs,  which  begau  7 August,  will  continue  tlirough  the  week 
of  11  - 1^  August.  Additional  witnesses  fron  public  life  will  be  called  In, 
possibly  Dr.  Mendel,  Hqri/ard,  Mr.  Dryden,  CAD,  Major  Kehoe,  (Ret.).  National 
Investigative  Cosnlttec  on  Aerial  Phenomena,  Captain  Rigpelt,  (Res.),  former 
ATIC  UFO  Project  Officer.  AFC IN  nay  be  required  to  return  to  answer  questions 
posed  by  public  witnesses. 

8.  It  Is  anticipated  that  AFCIN  will  benefit  by  the  subject  hearings . 

Due  to  approaching  Blouse  elections,  the  coonalttec  ;aember3  may  pi*oduce  a 
pibj  statement  of  Mte  of  confidence  in  the  Air  Force,  ensuring  the 
public  that  the  Air  Force  is  not  hiding  any  l-J^ormabion  on  UFO's. 


JAMES  F.  BYRNE 
Major,  USAF 


>> 
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S;JLL-3/^ajor  Brower/nu /76813/5D924/6  .iiigust  1958 

File:  48-589-B 


('  m 


KSMaau^<DUK  PC((  IHE  .UlSIbTAKT  CHIFi'  OT  III XEXI JGL . JK 

5UDJ£C1':  ne«irlng»  an  Unidentified  Plying;  Objocta 

1«  Ihie  s»aoronduiri  le  being  written  in  aocoxxianoe  wit^i  the  proYisicns 

2«  Atb&ohed  herewith  ie  a copy  of  a » ei^reaeed  to  the  Under 
Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  advising  hi/i;  of  htSarin.tSbv  the  Subconnitteo  on 

.\toosphoric  rhonoKena^  House  Select  Concaittee  on  .straiautice  axxl  r>p^g - //  . 

Kxploration  on  the  subject  of  unidentified  flying  objects.  TheaofT><>arSi^ 
will  cotTience  at  1400  hours » 7 »ugust  195U  and  will  con  time  appraxirat)!^ 
three  to  four  days.  The  Jr  Force  ^ias  been  asked  to  testify  cm  8 August  195' 

will  bo  in  executive  seseion  and  the  8ubca3d.tteo  has  sped* 

J IcHlly  requested  that  no  publicity  be  given  to  ^e  hearixigs. 

3*  It  is  requested  that  youi>  offioo  designate  an  individual  to  servo 
as  ;itaff  Teaia  C^iief  for  tNeea  ife>i"iwgs  as  required  py  paragraph  4a(2)  of 
HOI  U>57«  It.  this  cotmootioci.  this  office  has  worked  in  the  past  with 
F^jor  Janos  P.  3yme  (.iFCr.'-Xl;.  Kajor  Jar^es  Brower,  extension  7^*F13  will 
be  t!^  dwVFLL  represoitative. 


- * V'  - 
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V4  fW&ifc  UV....C0  or 

Kajor  General,  USAF 
Director,  Legislativo  Liaisori 


Copy  to: 
SAFiiD 

S^iFLi  0-Aj. 


Lawrence  Tacker ) 
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1.  A brief  history  of  the  Unidentified  Flying  Object  prograun 
vouldj  I think,  help  you  to  underst&sod  some  of  its  problems  and 
determine  its  status. 


2.  The  program  started  in  19^7  vhen  on  27  June  of  that  year 
a private  civilian  flyer  named  Kenns'th  Arnold  sighted  vhat  looked 
to  him  like  several  disc  shaped  objects  near  Mt.  Rainier  in  the 
state  of  Washington.  Be  described  tlsem  as  "flying  saucers",  a term 
that  was  forceably  and  with  ouch  oencatlonallsm  brought  to  the  publics 
attention  by  the  press.  Ae  a result^  the  Air  Force  was  given  the 
responsibility  of  investigating  and  analysing  such  phenomena.  This 
project  was  called  "Project  SIGN". 


3*  From  this  date,  JUne  19^7i  *to  February  19^9  %dien  the  name 
of  the  program  was  changed  to  "Project  GRUDGE”,  approximately  373 
UFO  reports  were  collected  and  analysed.  In  August  19^9«  a report 
on  the  results  was  submitted  to  tbs  authorities.  The  average 
proportion  of  sightings  which  could  not  be  explained,  in  other  words 
unknowns,  for  this  period  was  approxdaately  20)(.  It  was  concluded 
that  these  unknowns  were  due  priaarlHy  tot 


n 


Firsts  misinterpretation  of  conventional  objects  such  as 
aircraft,  balloons,  astronomical  bodies,  ailso  atmospheric  phenomena, 
radar  disfunctions  and  anomalies,  etc. 

Second,  residual  war  nerves,  mass  suggestion  and  hysteria 
(Orson  Wells  case). 

Third,  Hoaxes  and  publicity  seeking. 

Fourth,  the  actions  of  psychopathic  persons  t 

U.  In  December  19^9,  these  findings  were  released  to  the  public 
by  the  Department  of  Defense  and  were  given  vide  publicity  by  the 
press. 


3.  From  February  19^9  to  mid«19^1  the  project  vas  carried  on  a 
low  priority  basis  due  to  the  economy  policy  of  that  time.  Hovever, 
in  lata  1951  renewed  public  Interest  and  an  Increase  In  the  number  of 
sightings  were  reported.  This  Increase  In  activity  vas  due  to  the 
emphasis  placed  on  UFO's  by  the  press  and  publicity,  and  possibly  due 
to  the  Ground  Observer  Corps  program.  In  the  sunsnar  of  1951  the 
project  vas  again  reviewed  and  "Praject  BLUS  BOOK**  established  to 
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